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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-W 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W1 

Comment PC-W1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W2 

Comment PC-W2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W3 

Comment PC-W3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

The I-405 Improvement Project may have an effect on property values, but it is not likely to be a 
major change because I-405 is an existing facility within Orange County. In addition, Caltrans 
has found no literature, studies, or evidence that property values decrease because of freeway 
widening near a home. Please see Common Response – Property Values. 

Air quality Measures AQ-1 through AQ-14, described in Section 3.2.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS, will 
avoid and/or minimize all construction-related air quality effects. As described in Section 3.2.6, 
emissions will be reduced under all of the build alternatives compared to the future No Build 
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Alternative, and no permanent adverse project-related air quality effects were identified. Please 
see Common Response – Air Quality. 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W4 

Comment PC-W4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-W4-2 

MSATs have the greatest potential to affect the health of residents located adjacent to the project. 
Although the various alternatives would place travel lanes closer to some residences, it is 
anticipated that MSAT exposure, including DPM, would be less than existing conditions. MSAT 
emissions are likely lower than existing levels in the design year as a result of EPA’s and 
California’s control programs that are projected to further reduce MSAT emissions. Please see 
Common Response – Health Risks. 

Comment PC-W4-3 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Comment PC-W4-4 

The I-405 Improvement Project may have an effect on property values, but it is not likely to be a 
major change because I-405 is an existing facility within Orange County. In addition, Caltrans 
has found no literature, studies, or evidence that property values decrease because of freeway 
widening near a home. Please see Common Response – Property Values. 

Comment PC-W4-5 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W4-1. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-W5 

Comment PC-W5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

We acknowledge your preference for Alternative 2. Under Alternative 3, HOVs would use the 
Express Lanes free, provided they meet the occupancy eligibility requirement. Regarding the 
change in occupancy requirement to three persons per vehicle, please see Common Response – 
Opposition to Tolling.  

The SR-91 Express Lanes do not eliminate congestion in the GP lanes; they provide an option to 
that congestion to motorists willing to pay a toll. The tolls are set at the rates necessary to 
maintain high-speed operations. For an explanation of how this management works, see the Draft 
EIR/EIS, page 2-20. For additional information, see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

All of the build alternatives are anticipated to reduce congestion in the I-405 corridor; none are 
expected to eliminate congestion in the corridor. The benefits to congestion vary among the build 
alternatives. The benefits to congestion of the build alternatives are summarized in the Draft 
EIR/EIS in Tables 3.1.6-4 through 3.1.6-8 and Tables 3.1.6-12 through 3.1.6-14. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W6 

Comment PC-W6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Opposition to Tolling. 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes.  
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Under Alternative 3, HOVs would use the Express Lanes free, provided they meet the occupancy 
eligibility requirement. Regarding the change in occupancy requirement to three persons per 
vehicle, please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

The Draft EIR/EIS evaluated impacts to residences and public parks near I-405 and did not find 
any significant visual, air, or noise impacts as described in Sections 3.1.7, 3.2.6, and 3.27, 
respectively.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-W7 

Comment PC-W7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Please see Response to Comment PC-B20-1. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W8 

Comment PC-W8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Please see Response to Comment PC-B20-1. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W9 

Comment PC-W9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Please see Response to Comment PC-B20-1. 



 FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ 
APPENDIX R1  DRAFT EIR/EIS RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

March 2015 R1-PC-W-22 I-405 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W10 

Comment PC-W10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-W11 

Comment PC-W11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Responses – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes and Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W12 

Comment PC-W12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-W13 

Comment PC-W13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-W14 

Comment PC-W14-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-W14-2 

Please see Section 3.1.5.2, Environmental Consequences, for a discussion regarding relocation of 
gas lines. If the option to relocate the gas lines into Almond Avenue is chosen, it will require 
coordination with the utility owners prior to the physical relocation. In addition, staged 
construction will be designed during the design phase to minimize impacts to the College Park 
East residents. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. See Common Responses – Relocation of Gas Lines and Almond Avenue 
Soundwall. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W15 

Comment PC-W15-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-W15-2 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W15-1. With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los 
Angeles County line, please see Common Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los 
Angeles County Line. 
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Comment PC-W15-3 

Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding. 

Comment PC-W15-4 

The priority of the design team was to minimize the residential impacts, including ROW. OCTA, 
Caltrans, and FHWA have worked extensively with the Navy to move I-405 toward and into the 
Navy property to avoid impacting the residential areas on the northbound side of I-405. Please 
see Response to Comment PC-W15-1 and Common Response – Shifting Improvements away 
from Residential Properties onto NAVWPNSTA Seal Beach Property. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W16 

Comment PC-W16-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-W16-2 

Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding. 

Comment PC-W16-3 

Section 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS covers induced growth. There is no evidence that the build 
alternatives will induce traffic demand. Please see Common Response – Induced Demand. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W17 

Comment PC-W17-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  
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Response to Comment Letter PC-W18 

Comment PC-W18-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W19 

Comment PC-W19-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W20 

Comment PC-W20-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W21 

Comment PC-W21-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W22 

Comment PC-W22-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
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Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W23 

Comment PC-W23-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PC-W23-2 

The EIR/EIS discloses the potential for impacts from MSATs to the extent that current scientific 
information allows. Sensitive receptors are identified, and a qualitative assessment of impacts to 
the sensitive receptors, was performed. Quantitative analysis for MSATs was conducted for the 
project, as described starting on page 3.2.6-42 in Section 3.2.6.3, Environmental Consequences, 
of the Draft EIR/EIS. MSATs have the greatest potential to affect the health of residents located 
adjacent to the project. Although the various alternatives would place travel lanes closer to some 
residences, it is anticipated that MSAT exposure, including DPM, would be less than existing 
conditions. MSAT emissions are likely lower than existing levels in the design year as a result of 
EPA’s and California’s control programs that are projected to further reduce MSAT emissions. 
Please see Common Response – Health Risks. 

Comment PC-W23-3 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Responses – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes and Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W24 

Comment PC-W24-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Response to Comment 
PC-W23-1. 
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Comment PC-W24-2 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W23-2. 

Comment PC-W24-3 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W23-3. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W25 

Comment PC-W25-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W26 

Comment PC-W26-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Please see Response to Comment PC-B20-1. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W27 

Comment PC-W27-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 



 FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ 
APPENDIX R1  DRAFT EIR/EIS RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

March 2015 R1-PC-W-28 I-405 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Responses – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes and Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W28 

Comment PC-W28-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. See Common Response – Replacement of Fairview Road 
Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W29 

Comment PC-W29-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-W29-2 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W29-1. 

Comment PC-W29-3 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W29-1. 

Comment PC-W29-4 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W29-1. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-W30 

Comment PC-W30-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification.  

Comment PC-W30-2 

MSATs have the greatest potential to affect the health of residents located adjacent to the project. 
Although the various alternatives would place travel lanes closer to some residences, it is 
anticipated that MSAT exposure, including DPM, would be less than existing conditions. MSAT 
emissions are likely lower than existing levels in the design year as a result of EPA’s and 
California’s control programs that are projected to further reduce MSAT emissions. Please see 
Common Response – Health Risks.  

Comment PC-W30-3 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W31 

Comment PC-W31-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W32 

Comment PC-W32-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. The three build alternatives and No Build Alternative were 
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evaluated equally in the EIR/EIS. As opposed to the other alternatives, Alternative 3 requires 
additional description and explanation due to its unique features. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W33 

Comment PC-W33-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

The referenced traffic problem is not related to the I-405 Improvement Project. The commenter 
is encouraged to contact Caltrans directly regarding the issue.  

Comment PC-W33-2 

The suggestions provided are sound; however, the project improvements to the Valley View 
Street interchange at SR-22 were conducted as part of the WCC Project. For the I-405 
Improvement Project, the emphasis is to I-405 and Bolsa Chica Road.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-W34 

Comment PC-W34-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

All reasonable and feasible soundwalls will be constructed as described in Section 3.2.7, Noise. 
Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification, Opposition to Tolling, and 
Noise/Noise Analysis. 

Comment PC-W34-2 

As described in Chapter 5 of the Final EIR/EIS, public notice for this project included mail 
notification (i.e., distribution to all property owners/occupants within a 0.25-mile buffer around 
I-405 from SR-73 to I-605); public outreach to community groups, businesses, and the cities; and 
notification via newspaper advertisements (i.e., English, Spanish, and Vietnamese), e-mail 
notifications, and various local media (i.e., television and print stories). Public notice for the 
project has exceeded all legal requirements. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-W35 

Comment PC-W35-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W36 

Comment PC-W36-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W37 

Comment PC-W37-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-W37-2 

Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W38 

Comment PC-W38-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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An alternative similar to the one referenced in the comment is included in the Draft EIR/EIS. 
Alternative M10 is described on page 2-46. This alternative was considered but eliminated from 
further consideration for the reasons identified on the referenced page.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-W39 

Comment PC-W39-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W40 

Comment PC-W40-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Air quality Measures AQ-1 through AQ-14, described in Section 3.2.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS, will 
avoid and/or minimize all construction-related air quality effects. As described in Section 3.2.6, 
emissions will be reduced under all of the build alternatives compared to the future No Build 
Alternative, and no permanent adverse project-related air quality effects were identified. Please 
see Common Response – Air Quality. 

MSATs have the greatest potential to affect the health of residents located adjacent to the project. 
Although the various alternatives would place travel lanes closer to some residences, it is 
anticipated that MSAT exposure, including DPM, would be less than existing conditions. MSAT 
emissions are likely lower than existing levels in the design year as a result of EPA’s and 
California’s control programs that are projected to further reduce MSAT emissions. Please see 
Common Response – Health Risks. 

The I-405 Improvement Project may have an effect on property values, but it is not likely to be a 
major change because I-405 is an existing facility within Orange County. In addition, Caltrans 
has found no literature, studies, or evidence that property values decrease because of freeway 
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widening near a home. Please see Common Responses – Property Values and Compensation for 
Construction Impacts. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W41 

Comment PC-W41-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Please see Response to Comment PC-B20-1. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-W42 

Comment PC-W42-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Comment PC-W42-2 

It appears that this comment pertains to the WCC Project; therefore, please direct your comment 
to the OCTA Community Relations Office (550 South Main Street, Orange, CA, 714-560-5376). 

Comment PC-W42-3 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-W42-4 

Measure M2 neither explicitly endorses nor explicitly prohibits tolling; however, OCTA has 
indicated that Measure M2 revenues would only be used to fund construction of a single GP lane 
in each direction. Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding. 

Comment PC-W42-5 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Responses – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes and Preferred Alternative Identification. 
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Comment PC-W42-6 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Comment PC-W42-7 

All of the build alternatives are anticipated to reduce congestion in the I-405 corridor; none are 
expected to eliminate congestion in the corridor. Tables 3.1.6-4, 3.1.6-5, 3.1.6-12, and 3.1.6-13 
show that, except for the Express Lanes proposed in Alternative 3, all of the alternatives (i.e., 
build and no build) are anticipated to operate at LOS F during peak hours. Due to active 
management of the Express Lanes proposed in Alternative 3, they are anticipated to operate at 
LOS C or D (depending on location) during peak hours.  

Because none of the build alternatives are expected to eliminate LOS F congestion in the GP and 
HOV lanes, but all are expected to improve performance compared to the no-build condition, 
metrics other than LOS have been presented in the Draft EIR/EIS to distinguish among the 
alternatives. The metrics are presented in Tables 3.1.6-6 (speed), 3.1.6-7 (travel time), 3.1.6-8 
(delay), and 3.1.6-14 (throughput). 

Comment PC-W42-8 

Thank you for your comment. 

Comment PC-W42-9 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W42-3. 

Comment PC-W42-10 

Please see Common Response – Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Comment PC-W42-11 

Currently, most of I-405 is concrete pavement. Pavement studies have been completed for the 
project, which propose to match the type of pavement as part of the freeway widening from 
either concrete or asphalt. During the design phase, additional testing can be performed under 
federal guidelines that test for noise levels from pavement. At that time, rubberized asphalt 
concrete could be incorporated into the project where asphalt concrete is proposed. 

Comment PC-W42-12 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W42-3. 

Comment PC-W42-13 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W42-3. 
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Comment PC-W42-14 

Please see Response to Comment PC-W42-3. 

Comment PC-W42-15 

There is no plan to put any questions regarding the proposed build alternatives on the ballot. 
Through a contractor hired to operate the Express Lanes, OCTA will collect the tolls.  

Excess toll revenues (i.e., net revenues after all operating, capital, debt service, and other 
expenditures) from the Express Lanes in Alternative 3 would be available for OCTA to expend 
on transportation improvements in the I-405 corridor consistent with the provisions of the 
California Streets and Highways Code Section 143 (j)(1). If Alternative 3 becomes the Preferred 
Alternative, the OCTA Board would adopt a policy regarding the use of net revenues. 

We acknowledge your request for free access to the Express Lanes. There are no plans to provide 
free access based on residential location.  

The breakdown of sources of funding for Alternative 3 is presented in Table 1-10 in Section 
1.2.2.4 of the Final EIR/EIS. OCTA has indicated that improvements to I-405, in addition to 
those identified in Alternative 1, such as the Express Lanes in Alternative 3, would not be funded 
with Renewed Measure M revenues.  

With respect to LOS for each of the build alternatives, please see Response to Comment 
PC-W42-7.  

Comment PC-W42-16 

As stated in the Draft EIR/EIS on pages 2-3, 2-10, and 2-12, the HOV lanes and HOV direct 
connectors included in the WCC Project would become part of the I-405 tolled Express Lane 
Facility, and use of them would become tolled; however, under Alternative 3, HOVs would use 
the Express Lanes free, provided they meet the occupancy eligibility requirement. Regarding the 
change in occupancy requirement to three persons per vehicle, please see Common Response – 
Opposition to Tolling. 

Comment PC-W42-17 

The funding restrictions on the WCC Project do not preclude incorporation of the facilities 
constructed as part of the WCC Project from becoming part of the Express Lanes in Alternative 3 
because HOVs would use the Express Lanes free, provided they meet the occupancy eligibility 
requirement. Regarding the change in occupancy requirement to three persons per vehicle, please 
see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 
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